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Important Points

Å3 branches of government: Executive, 
Congressional, Judicial

ÅDifference between pre- and post-1970 CIS 
congressionalcollections

ÅPre-1970 must know specific collection

ÅPost-1970 only need to know year & number

ÅCIS congressional records in UCAT only for 1970-
2002

ÅOther sources available.  



Sources of citations

ÅCongressional Universe 

ÅUCAT 

ïmany but not all items are catalogued in UCAT.

ïonly 1970-2002 congressional documents are 
catalogued in UCAT.

ï2003 & 2004 will be loaded soon.

ïSome older materials are publishedpost-1970

ïPartial cataloging of Executive Branch Documents

http://lib.utsa.edu/cgi-bin/db.cgi?DB=CUNIV
http://ucat.utsa.edu/


CIS / Map Room
Microforms cabinets

All are microfiche 
except Census and 
Congressional 
Record.

All indexed in 
LexisNexis 
Congressional 
Universe except 
Census and 
Executive Branch 
Documents

U.S. Census & Congressional Record 
(microfilm) 
 

 
 
Map 
Cases U.S. Executive Branch Documents  

 

American State Papers / U.S. Serial Set   

U.S. Congressional Journals 1789-1998 (not 
included in Serial Set) 
 

Committee Prints 
 

Committee Hearings ï House & Senate 
Hearings Supplement 

Grp. 1A, 1B, 2, 3, 4  
Congressional 
Publications ï 
1970 ï Present 
(continued) 

Unpublished House of Representatives ï 
Committee Hearings (1823- ) 
 

Unpublished Senate ïSenate Hearings (1823- ) 
 

Senate Executive Documents & Reports  

Senate Library Documented Hearings (Grp 1A) 

Congressional Publications ï 1970 ï Present 
(begin) 

 



U.S. Census

Congressional Record

Exec Branch Docs



U.S. Census & Congressional Record

Microfilm edition of United States decennial census publications, 

1790-1960  

Å includes population, economic, housing, 

agriculture, manufacturing, mining censuses

Location: CIS / Map Room: C 3.2: (247 reels)   

Congressional Record.  1873-1976 (microfilm)

Å also available in many other formats: 
ï microfiche, Congressional Universe (1985-current), 

ï GPOAccess

See UTSA Congressional Summary Guide   

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Research/Govdocs/congressionalsummary.doc

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Research/Govdocs/congressionalsummary.doc


U.S. Executive Branch Documents
Å Description: Material issued by federal executivedepartments and 

agencies, including annual reports, general publications, serials, 
instructions, rules, circulars, decisions and registers as identified by GPO.  

Å Not included in the Serial Set and frequently difficult to find.
Å Examples of Executive Depts: Treasury, Smithsonian, Tariff Commission, 

Veterans Administration, Commerce, War Dept., Interior, Justice, 
Agriculture, Navy, Library of Congress, etc. 

Å See United States Government Manual 

Å Not to be confused with Senate Executive Documents
Å Two microfiche ranges:  1789ς1909; 1910-1932
Å Indexes: No online index; no online full text.
Å UCAT: Some but not all cataloging records are in UCAT.  In progress.
Å Print Index: 26 volumes (Reference J83 .C51)



World's Columbian Exposition, Chicago, Ill., 1893 War Department exhibit,... 
Title:
²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀƴ 9ȄǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ LƭƭΦΣ муфо ώƳƛŎǊƻŦƻǊƳϐ Υ ²ŀǊ 

Department exhibit, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, catalogue.
Primary Material:Book
Published:Washington, DC : U.S. G.P.O., 1893.
Description:104 p. ; cm.
Subject(s):²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀƴ 9ȄǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όмуфо Υ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ LƭƭΦύ
Microfiche. [Bethesda, Md.] : Congressional Information Service, 1991. 11 x 

15 cm. (CIS US Executive Branch Documents, 1789-1909 : no. W702-12)
Govt. Doc. No.:W 7.2:C 43/1.
Location:
*JPL Microfiche Cabinet
Call Number:CIS US Exec MF W702-12



To find microfiche you must know: 

Collection Name:
U.S. Executive Branch Documents

Two separate collections:
1789-1909 
1910-1932

Part/Agency number:1 through 7 (indicates 
agency: War, Commerce, etc.) Agencies are not 
the same between the two date collections!

Call Number:example: W702-12



U.S. Executive Branch Documents
1789-
1909

1910-
1932

Doc 
#(s)

Doc #

War Dept. is 
part  



Several documents may be on the 
same fiche



Congressional Collections

ÅIndexed in LexisNexis Congressional

ÅPrivate reprinting of government information

ÅPost-1970 is all one collection

ÅPre-1970 is many collections







Congressional Publications ς
1970-current  Easy!  

ÅDescription: Starting in 1970, congressional 
publications interfiled 

ÅRetrieved using theCIS microfiche number.

ÅThe CIS is filed by year, then byhouse 
(H=House; J=Joint committee; S=Senate)

ÅBe aware that numbering may look like other 
sets!



Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 report (to accompany S. 
2244). 

Main Author: United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

Title: Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 [microform] : report 
(to accompany S. 2244). 

Subject(s): Pacific halibut fishing United States. 

Publisher: [Washington, D.C. : U.S. G.P.O., 1982] 

Location: *JPL Microfiche Cabinet Call Number: CIS 82 S263-1



Congressional

82 CIS S 2631
TITLE:Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982

CIS-NO: 82-S263-1
SOURCE: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
Senate 
DOC-TYPE: Report 
DOC-NO: S. Rpt. 97-323 
DATE: Mar. 22, 1982 
LENGTH: 7 p. 
CONG-SESS: 97-2 
ITEM-NO: 1008-C; 1008-D 
SUDOC: Y1.1/5:97-323   
MC-ENTRY-NO: 83-3676 

INCLUDED IN LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF: P.L. 97-176



Post-1970

S=Senate 262-1
1982

Year =1982
H=HouseJ=joint  S=Senate
Document number

 



Careful! Publication date

Executive sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Title: Executive sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

[microform].
Published:Washington : U.S. G.P.O., 1976-
Notes:
CIS Microfiche Accession Numbers: CIS 76 S381-18 (v.1), CIS 76 S381-

19 (v.2), 
"Made public May 1976"--v. 1. 
"Made public July 1976"--v. 2.
Table of Contents: v. 1. Eightieth Congress, first and second sessions, 

1947-48 -- v. 2. Eighty-first Congress, first and second sessions
Location: *JPL Microfiche Cabinet 
Call Number: CIS Collection, see note in record.



Pre-1970

Uh oh!

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://riverdaughter.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/the-scream.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://riverdaughter.wordpress.com/2009/04/22/17817/&usg=__-_pXSJuHo5g77v9FvLhriR4jznw=&h=450&w=300&sz=53&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=y6yW2p9DYPmjzM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=85&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bscream%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dp,com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7GGLD_en%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1


Why is pre-1970 different?

ÅThese are separate collections filmed from 
different sources with their own numbering 
systems.

ÅFascinating stories of finding and filming these 
collections in print indexes.

ÅAll are now indexed online in Congressional 
Universe.  



U.S. Serial Set&
American State Papers

ÅDescription: The U.S. Congressional Serial Set
began publication with the 15th Congress (1817). 
Documents before 1817 are in the American 
State Papers.

Åcommittee reports, hearings, presidential 
communications to Congress, treaty materials, 
some executive department and non-
governmental publications.

ÅYear/Congress: 1st to 91st Congress (1789-1969)



Serial Set & American State Papers

ÅMicrofiche: Arranged by Congress and 
number.

ÅMay have several reports on a single 
microfiche group.

ÅOnline access:Full image in Congressional 
Universe, including maps, as well as on  
microfiche and microfilm.



Congressional Universe
SERIAL-SET-ID:834 S.exdoc.108

TITLE:Report on the United States and Mexican boundary survey,made 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior.

DOC-TYPE: Serial Set Digital Collection
AUTHOR:William H. Emory
AGENCY:Department of Interior
DOC-NO:S.exdoc.108
SERIAL-VOLUME:834 CONGRESS-SESSION:34-1 (1855-1856) SESSIONAL-
VOLUME:20
SUDOC-NUMBER:I1.2:M57/3
LENGTH:489 pp.
SUBJECTS:Borders; Mexico; Topographical surveys; Zoology

Replica of Original - Complete (47175KB)

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.libweb.lib.utsa.edu/congcomp/attachment/a.pdf?_m=abff7fccb21d75c26dbf842cc23faf5a&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkSA&_md5=eed015d73bdb302fa95adaaac2f91e90&ie=a.pdf
http://web.lexis-nexis.com.libweb.lib.utsa.edu/congcomp/attachment/a.pdf?_m=abff7fccb21d75c26dbf842cc23faf5a&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkSA&_md5=eed015d73bdb302fa95adaaac2f91e90&ie=a.pdf
http://web.lexis-nexis.com.libweb.lib.utsa.edu/congcomp/attachment/a.pdf?_m=abff7fccb21d75c26dbf842cc23faf5a&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkSA&_md5=eed015d73bdb302fa95adaaac2f91e90&ie=a.pdf
http://web.lexis-nexis.com.libweb.lib.utsa.edu/congcomp/attachment/a.pdf?_m=abff7fccb21d75c26dbf842cc23faf5a&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkSA&_md5=eed015d73bdb302fa95adaaac2f91e90&ie=a.pdf
http://web.lexis-nexis.com.libweb.lib.utsa.edu/congcomp/attachment/a.pdf?_m=abff7fccb21d75c26dbf842cc23faf5a&wchp=dGLbVlb-zSkSA&_md5=eed015d73bdb302fa95adaaac2f91e90&ie=a.pdf


 

 

 

#7 

No. 834

No. 
1



U.S. Congressional Journals 
1789 - 1978 (non included in Serial Set)

ÅDescription: The complete and official record of 
congressional proceedings in House and Senate. A 
microfiche reproduction of the US House and Senate 
Journals of 1789-1816 and 1953-1978 that are not 
published in the US Serial Set.

ÅIncluded in the collection are all motions, all actions taken, 
and all votes; names and numbers of bills and resolutions 
introduced, as well as references to related documents; 
titles of memorials and petitions received; and texts of 
communications from the President. The complete and 
official record of congressional proceedingsτfrom the first 
through the 95th Congress

ÅArrangement: Date order.  Other copies available.

http://johnnycakebooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=13_18&products_id=41&zenid=f30c5f79932cf2bdd32f0e5e04d6bdc5


Committee Prints



Committee Prints

Å Committee Prints are printed versions of internal working papers. 
They include a wide variety of publications approved and issued by 
committees or portions of committees, such as majority or minority 
staff.

Å Info that develops from Committee research activities frequently 
containing situation reports, statistical or historical info and 
legislative analysis.  

Å Some committees have excellent research staffs, outside 
consultants, and use the Congressional Research Service of the 
Library of Congress.

Å Dates: 1830 to present
Å Access: LƴŘŜȄŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΤ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƻ ά/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
tǊƛƴǘǎ ϧ aƛǎŎΦέ

ÅMicrofiche: Filed by House, Senate, Joint and then by number.



Congressional Universe

Congressional Indexes, 1789-1969

TITLE:Enactments by the 90th Congress concerning education and 
training, 1st session, 1967. (With related presidential 
recommendations, legislative histories of the bills, and digests of 
the enactments). Prepared in the Legislative Reference Service

CIS-NO: S0945 
SOURCE: Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Senate 
DOC-TYPE: Committee Prints 
DATE: June 1968 
LENGTH: xxii+707 p. 
CONG-SESS: 90-2 
SESSION-DATE: 1968 
SUDOC: Y4.L11/2:Ed8/18/967/pt.1,2 
CONGRESS: 90



Committee Prints

 

Greenwood 
Press

Committee Prints

S0945



Published Hearings



Published Hearings

ïCommittee Hearings ςHouse
ïCommittee Hearings ςSenate
ïHearings Supplement

Å Description:Hearings, which are usually open to the public, are 
held to enable committees to gather opinions and information to 
help Members make decisions regarding proposed legislation or to 
help them fulfill their oversight and investigation responsibilities.

Å Dates: Earliest to 1969
ÅGroups filmed from different sources (Senate Library, etc.)
ÅMicrofiche Drawers: Pre-1970: must know group numbers
ÅGroup 1-A, 1B, 2, 3, 4-- Drawers are labeled.



There are 5 different numbering sequences within the 
CIS US Congressional Committee Hearingsset. 

These do not interfile:
Group 1A 
U.S. Congressional Hearings (Senate Library) 41st - 73rd Congresses, 1869-1934
U.S. Documented Hearings (Senate) 41st - 73rd Congresses, 1869-1934

Group 1B 
U.S. Congressional Hearings (Senate Library) 23rd - 73rd Congresses, 1833-1934 Documented 

hearings

Group 2 
U.S. Congressional Hearings Supplement (Greenwood Press) 25th - 73rd Congresses, 1839-1934

Group 3 
U.S. Congress. House & Senate. Committee Hearings, Senate Library. 74th - 82d Congresses, 

1935-1952 

Group 4 
CIS U.S. Congressional Hearings Supplement, 41st - 82d Congresses, 1870 - 1952 



Hearings: Group 1A




