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Gray areas illustrate what will be returned for each search 
 

“AND” Narrows Search 

 
Retrieves all records with the terms “test anxiety” and “college” and “undergraduate” 

 “OR” Broadens Search 

 
 

Retrieves all records with the terms (“college” or “university”) and “test anxiety” 

 
“NOT” Eliminates Undesirable Results or Terms 

 

    
 

Retrieves all articles with the terms “college” or “test anxiety” but not “graduate” 
 

 

Tool Command Type In Gets Records with These Results 
Truncation UCAT:        ?  

ProQuest:  * 
ASC:          * 

UCAT:        universit? 
ProQuest:  universit* 
ASC:          universit*  

university, universities  

Phrase 
Searching 

UCAT:       “ ” 
ProQuest.: “ ”  
ASC :        N/A 

UCAT:        “test anxiety” 
ProQuest:  “test anxiety” 
ASC:           test anxiety 

test anxiety 

Nesting UCAT:       ( ) 
ProQuest   ( ) 
ASC:          ( ) 

UCAT:    (college OR university) AND “test anxiety” 
ProQuest:  Same as UCAT 
ASC:          Same as UCAT 

college and test anxiety or  
university and test anxiety 

test anxiety 
undergraduate 

college 

test anxiety 

university 

college 
test anxiety 

graduate 

Other Search Techniques 

college 


