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Diana Kennedy Foundation  
Fellowship for Research on Women in Food and Sustainability 

  
Fellowship Guidelines  

2026-2027 
 
 

1. Program Goals and Objectives 

The Diana Kennedy Foundation Fellowship for Research on Women in Food and Sustainability 
supports projects that draw on UT San Antonio Libraries’ Diana Kennedy Collection and Mexican 
Cookbook Collection to generate fresh insights into the interconnections among women, Mexican 
foodways, and the environment. Generously funded by the Diana Kennedy Foundation, the 
program honors Diana Kennedy’s legacy by fostering research and practical applications that align 
with the values and ideals that inspired her: 

• Cultural preservation through responsible documentation  
• Profound respect for Indigenous knowledge 
• Environmental stewardship rooted in sustainability and ecological responsibility 
• Fair treatment, education and empowerment for women and children 
• Culinary integrity based on tradition, regional identity and authenticity 
• Education and research to deepen public understanding of traditional foodways 

2. Eligibility 

The fellowship program offers funding opportunities to Texas residents and U.S. residents outside 
of Texas. Scholars with or without an academic affiliation may apply and no advanced degree is 
required. The fellowship program embraces a broad definition of “scholar,” grounded in the belief 
that lifelong learners from all backgrounds can create new knowledge and offer insights that 
advance understanding. Currently only U.S. citizens are eligible.  

Projects can include, but are not limited to: 

• Research to support coursework, theses/dissertations, or publications 
• Menu development 
• Journalistic writing projects 
• Visual, audio, creative or performing arts projects 
• Podcasts 
• Exhibitions 

https://www.dianakennedyfoundation.org/
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• Course curriculum development 
• Community outreach 

 

UT San Antonio faculty are not eligible for the fellowships; however, they may apply for a $5,000 
Faculty Teaching in the Archives Grant, generously funded by the Diana Kennedy Foundation. 
Additional information is available on the Special Collections faculty grants webpage. 

3. Types of Fellowships Available 

Each fellowship requires a minimum number of onsite hours to be completed during the award 
period. Fellows may set their own weekly onsite schedule, provided that all required hours are 
fulfilled by the end of the fellowship. Onsite research may be conducted Monday through Thursday 
between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. in the John Peace Library Special Collections reading room. 
Appointments outside normal business hours will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Week-long fellowships:  
Award: $500.00 
Minimum 12 hours onsite 
Four awarded per year (two for Texas residents and two for U.S. residents outside of Texas) 

Month-long fellowships:  
Award: $2,000.00 
Minimum 48 hours onsite 
Three awarded per year (two for Texas residents and one for U.S. residents outside of Texas) 
 
Long-term, four-month fellowship:  
Award: $12,000.00 
Minimum 192 hours onsite 
One awarded per year (open to all U.S. residents) 

4. Fellowship Period 

Recipients of 2026–2027 fellowships must conduct their research between September 1, 2026-
August 31, 2027. 
 

5. How to Apply 

Applicants must submit a current resume and a detailed project proposal of no more than 1,500 
words that includes the following: 

https://lib.utsa.edu/specialcollections/about/instruction/ftia-grants
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• Project title 
• Type of fellowship being applied for (weekly, monthly, or long-term) and proposed onsite 

dates 
• Purpose of the research and the themes being explored 
• Explanation of how the project aligns with the fellowship program’s goals and objectives 
• Description of the materials to be used, including relevant items from Diana Kennedy’s 

papers and/or her working library, the Mexican Cookbook Collection, and other Special 
Collections resources (if applicable) 

• Description of how the results of the research will be used and/or disseminated 
 
Project proposals and resume must be submitted by May 15th, 2026, 11:59 p.m. Central Time.  
 
Visit the Diana Kennedy Foundation Fellowship webpage to access the application form. 
 

6. Evaluation Criteria 

Applications will be evaluated based on: 

• The relevance of the proposed project to the fellowship program’s goals and objectives 
• The clarity and feasibility of the research proposal 
• The extent to which Diana Kennedy’s collections will be used 
• Contribution to scholarship or practical application (such as menu development, 

community engagement, education, exhibit, etc.) 
 

7. Fellowship Requirements  

Recipients of the fellowship are required to: 

• Enter into a Research Fellowship Collaboration Agreement with the University of Texas at 
San Antonio  

• Utilize the Diana Kennedy Collection – including her working library and/or her research 
papers – as well as the broader Special Collections Mexican Cookbook Collection for their 
research 

• Conduct research onsite in the UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections reading room 
for the required number of hours over the course of the fellowship 

• Write a blog post for the Special Collections blog, La Cocina Histórica, and write summary 
reports (if applicable) 

• Archive any research output, including publications, presentations, menus, teaching 
materials, reports, or digital media with UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections for 
long-term preservation and future access by scholars and the public 

https://txarchives.org/utsa/finding_aids/00437.xml
https://txarchives.org/utsa/finding_aids/00437.xml
https://utsa.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?search=&vid=01UTXSANT_INST:DEFAULT&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution&highlight=true&query=any,contains,%22Diana%20Kennedy%20Collection%22&displayField=all&_gl=1*ekcr54*_gcl_au*ODk5MzA5Mzk4LjE3NjM0MDExNzk.*_ga*MTA5MTAwNjEwOC4xNzI0MzU2NTAw*_ga_5ZPVRNG9TW*czE3Njk3MTIwNzQkbzY0MyRnMCR0MTc2OTcxMjA4NCRqNTAkbDAkaDA.*_ga_CSGMGRGY8S*czE3Njk3MTIwNzQkbzY1MyRnMCR0MTc2OTcxMjA3NCRqNjAkbDAkaDA
https://utsa.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,%22Mexican%20Cookbook%20Collection%22&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01UTXSANT_INST:DEFAULT&offset=0
https://lib.utsa.edu/specialcollections/search#rareBooks/
https://lib.utsa.edu/specialcollections/about/diana-kennedy-foundation-fellowships
https://utsa.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?search=&vid=01UTXSANT_INST:DEFAULT&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution&highlight=true&query=any,contains,%22Diana%20Kennedy%20Collection%22&displayField=all&_gl=1*ekcr54*_gcl_au*ODk5MzA5Mzk4LjE3NjM0MDExNzk.*_ga*MTA5MTAwNjEwOC4xNzI0MzU2NTAw*_ga_5ZPVRNG9TW*czE3Njk3MTIwNzQkbzY0MyRnMCR0MTc2OTcxMjA4NCRqNTAkbDAkaDA.*_ga_CSGMGRGY8S*czE3Njk3MTIwNzQkbzY1MyRnMCR0MTc2OTcxMjA3NCRqNjAkbDAkaDA
https://txarchives.org/utsa/finding_aids/00437.xml
https://txarchives.org/utsa/finding_aids/00437.xml
https://utsa.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,%22Mexican%20Cookbook%20Collection%22&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=01UTXSANT_INST:DEFAULT&offset=0
https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
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• Acknowledge the support of the Diana Kennedy Foundation and UT San Antonio Libraries 
Special Collections in any publications, social media posts, presentations, menus, 
exhibits, or other public-facing activities or outputs resulting from the research  

• Tag @utsa.specialcollections and @utsalibraries in any social media posts about the 
fellowship  

8. Support and Resources 

UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections will: 

• Schedule research appointments during normal business hours (Monday through 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m -5:00 p.m.). Appointments outside normal business hours will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 

• Provide reading room access to the Diana Kennedy Collection, including her papers, her 
working library, the Mexican Cookbook Collection, and other related resources in Special 
Collections’ holdings. 

• Provide reproductions (pdf, jpeg, or tif) at no cost. Please allow up to one week for 
fulfillment of large reproduction orders. Recipients may use a camera or cell phone to 
make personal reference copies. 

Please note: Special Collections is unable to provide a personal locker, office space, research 
carrel, or other private space for research. All onsite research must be conducted in the Special 
Collections reading room on the 4th floor of the John Peace Library. 

9. Recipient Responsibilities 

• Travel and Accommodation Arrangements: Recipients are responsible for making their 
own travel and accommodation arrangements. They should ensure that all bookings align 
with the proposed project timeline. 

• Onsite hours: Recipients are required to meet the minimum number of onsite hours as 
specified in Section 3 of the guidelines.  

• Transportation and Parking: Recipients are responsible for their transportation to and 
from campus, as well as for paying for their own parking if applicable. UT San Antonio 
Parking offers a variety of parking options for visitors, including hourly visitor parking for 
$2.50/hour and daily scratch-off permits for $7.00/day. Recipients of the month-long or 
long-term fellowship may want to consider the Contractor/Vendor permit for $20/month 
($245/year pro-rated).  

• Adherence to Program Requirements: Recipients must meet all fellowship program 
requirements as outlined in Section 7 of the guidelines. 

• Timely Submission of Blog Post and Report(s): Recipients are required to submit blog 
posts and reports (if applicable) within the time frame specified in Section 10 of the 
guidelines. 

https://www.dianakennedyfoundation.org/
https://www.utsa.edu/campusservices/parking/permits.html
https://www.utsa.edu/campusservices/parking/permits.html
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• Archiving Research Outputs: All research outputs (e.g. publications, digital media; 
menus, articles, etc.) must be archived with UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections 
for long-term preservation and access within one year after the fellowship concludes. 

Failure to meet these responsibilities may impact the final disbursement of funds and eligibility for 
future fellowships. 

10. Reporting Requirements 

Recipients will have the following reporting requirements: 

Week-long fellowship: 

• Write a 300-word blog post about their project and experience working with the collection. 
The post will be published on the UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections blog, La 
Cocina Histórica, and should be written for a public audience. Recipients must submit blog 
posts as a Word document within one week after the fellowship concludes and are 
encouraged to include photographs for illustrative purposes. 

Month-long fellowship:   

• Write a 300-word blog post about their project and experience working with the collection. 
The post will be published on the UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections blog, La 
Cocina Histórica, and should be written for a public audience. Recipients must submit blog 
posts as a Word document within one week after the fellowship concludes and are 
encouraged to include photographs for illustrative purposes. 
 

• Write a 300-word summary report detailing the progress of the research during the 
fellowship period. The report will be used to evaluate the fellowship’s impact and gain 
insight into how the collections are being used. The report should describe materials 
consulted, research findings, and how the findings will be shared or utilized. The summary 
report must be submitted as a Word document within one month after the fellowship 
concludes. 

Long-term fellowship:  

• Write a 300-word blog post about their project and experience working with the collection. 
The post will be published on the UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections blog, La 
Cocina Histórica, and should be written for a public audience. The blog post may be 
submitted at any point during the fellowship but must be received no later than one week 
after the fellowship concludes. Recipients are encouraged to submit photographs with the 
blog post for illustrative purposes. 

https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
https://lacocina.utsa.edu/
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• Write a 300-word mid-term progress report detailing materials consulted and progress thus 
far. The mid-term report must be submitted by the end of the second month of the 
fellowship.   
 

• Write a 600-word final summary report detailing the progress of the research during the 
fellowship period. The report will be used to evaluate the fellowship’s impact and gain 
insight into how the collections are being used. The report should describe materials 
consulted, research findings, and how the findings will be shared or utilized. The final 
summary report must be submitted within two months after the fellowship concludes. 

11. Notification of Award 

Awardees will be notified of their fellowship award via email by the end of June 2026. Recipients 
must sign and submit the fellowship acceptance letter by the date stated in the award email.  
 
By signing the acceptance letter, recipients acknowledge and agree to the terms outlined in these 
guidelines.  

12. Publicity 

UT San Antonio Libraries will announce fellowship recipients through the Libraries’ website and 
social media. The University or Libraries’ Communications office may contact recipients before, 
during, or after the fellowship to request information about their project to publish on UT San 
Antonio Today, the University’s news site.  

13. Stipend Terms 

Payment is intended to help defray expenses related to the fellowship, such as travel, research 
time, accommodations, parking on campus, etc. Recipients are responsible for self-
reimbursement for any expenses incurred at their own discretion. All decisions regarding how 
funds are used are made by the recipients according to their own budget. Upon notification of the 
award, recipients must register with PaymentWorks, the University’s vendor payment system. 
Recipients can choose to have payments directly deposited to a U.S. bank account (preferred) or 
sent as a paper check by U.S. mail. 
 
The payment schedule is as follows: 
 
Week-long fellowship: 

Payment of $500.00 USD is payable upon completion of the required onsite hours and submission 
of the blog post.  Payment terms: Net 7 unless otherwise specified. 
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Month-long fellowship: 
 
Payment of $2,000.00 USD will be made in two equal installments. Payment terms: Net 7 for both 
installments unless otherwise specified: 
 

• Installment 1: $1,000.00, processed at the start of the agreed‑upon fellowship period. 
• Installment 2: $1,000.00, processed upon verification of completed onsite hours and 

submission of both the blog post and summary report. 
 
Long-term, four-month fellowship: 
 
Payment of $12,000.00 USD will be made in five (5) installments. Payment terms: Net 7 for all 
installments unless otherwise specified. 

• Installment 1: $1,500.00, processed at the start of the agreed‑upon fellowship period. 
• Installment 2: $1,500.00, processed at the end of the first month. 
• Installments 3–4: Two payments of $3,000.00 each, processed at the end of the second 

and third months, respectively. 
• The fifth and final installment of $3,000.00, processed upon verification of completed 

onsite hours and submission of both the blog post and final report. 
 

Please note: Fellowship awards are considered taxable income. Recipients will not receive a tax 
form from the university for fellowship stipends. Filing federal tax forms is the personal 
responsibility of each recipient. 
 

14. Contact Information 

UT San Antonio Libraries Special Collections 
One UTSA Circle 
San Antonio, Texas 78249 
Email: specialcollections@utsa.edu 
Website: https://lib.utsa.edu/specialcollections  

https://lib.utsa.edu/specialcollections
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